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Agenda & Welcome

• Introduction 

• Local Section Grants Overview

• Planning Successful Grants

• Successful Grant Proposals

• Survey & Closing Remarks
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Today’s Presenter(s)
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Graeme Wyllie Ph.D.
Red River Local Section

Brian Gibney Ph.D.
New York Local Section

Krishna Kallary Ph.D.
Southern California 
Local Section

Abdallah Diagne Ph.D.
Indiana Local Section
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LSAC Grant Program Summary
• Innovative Project Grant or LS-IPG Grant (January 15 and June 30) 

– Supports activities and/or programming that is new to your local section.
– Up to $3500

• Members Engaging Through Technology Grant or LS-MEET Grant (May 31)
– Funding that assists local sections as they leverage new technology to more fully 

engage their membership.
– Up to $2000

• Diversity Equity Inclusion and Respect Grants or LS-DEIR Grant (September 15)
– Funding to support local section efforts to embrace and advance equity and inclusion 

across ACS and in your community
– Up to $3000

• Science Café Mini Grant (September 30)
– Provides funding for outreach activities that share science with the general public.
– Up to $500



Planning and funding an event 
starts with an idea….
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….but it doesn’t have to be brand new!



Examples of recently funded 
Innovative Project Grants include 
programs to:
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• Hosting a picnic for local chemists as a networking event open to all 
with the goal of increasing active participants in the local section and 
recruiting new members.

• A workshop on the Chemistry of Chocolate and how to create your 
own chocolate at home.

• Creating a library of Chemical Demonstration Kits to be accessible 
to members of the local section for classroom instruction.



Recently funded MEET Grants include 
events and projects to:
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• Presenting Chemistry Demos including nitrogen ice cream, vomiting pumpkins, 
and dry ice boo bubbles during a heavily visited market during Halloween.

• Using technology to help engage, recruit, and communicate with members 
within a vast geographic local section. Technology will allow the local section to 
plan activities and to engage members.

• Hosting an Axe Throwing Event for local section members to engage with the 
scientific community and to help engage current local section members.

• Host a Scientific-Based Movie Night to bring together local section members. 



Events and projects that were funded 
through the Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and 
Respect Grants
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• Chemistry of Fireworks: A Juneteenth Celebration. The event will 
educate on the associated chemistry of fireworks, fire safety, and 
celebrate Juneteenth

• A DEIR Symposium with Nationally Recognized DEIR speakers 
and experts along with a panel of local experts. 

• Workshop for high school teachers on how to diversity curriculum 
along with step-by-step professional produced materials showing 
lab procedures and lab safety protocols.



General Ideas for Grants
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• Social events
• Member recognition/awards
• Public outreach
• Education

• It’s OK to come up with your own!

• The sources and amount of funding will depend on the nature of the 
event.



Planning your event
• Plan at least 6 months in advance

• Consider the audience

• Develop a budget; include costs for:

• Venue (not more than 25% of total budget)

• Food (not more than 25% of total budget)

• Speaker (travel or accommodations)

• Budget should be detailed and specific about expected costs, which should be reasonable

• Consult specific program webpage for additional limitations on use of ACS funds for meals, 
alcohol, etc.
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Plan Ahead
• Ways to Manage Costs

• Partner with:
• University Chemistry departments or chemistry-related student 

organizations
• Neighboring ACS LS sections/divisions
• ACS career programs
• Other science societies
• Local community organizations
• Public libraries
• Industry

• Choice of venue is important
• Wineries, microbreweries, distilleries, chocolatiers, farmers’ markets, 

children’s museums may provide free or low-cost space
• Having a university chemistry department co-host your event may 

provide a free venue
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Always Have a Plan B

Some Things That Have Actually Happened
• COVID-19
• Twice the expected number of attendees show up 
• Press shows up for the event 
• Venue falls through a few days before the event 
• Snowstorm is predicted for event date 
• Venue requires attendees to pass a background check 
• Fire alarm goes off during the event 
• Weather delay causes speaker’s flight to arrive five hours late (2 hours 

after scheduled start of event)
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Budget Guidelines for Grants

• Food Expenses cannot exceed 20% of the total allocated budget. 
Venue Rental Costs cannot exceed 25% of the total allocated budget. 

Example: LS-MEET Grant provides up to $2000 in total funding for one 
grant proposal. The food budget cannot exceed $400(20%) and the 
venue cannot exceed $500 (25%)

• Memberships to ACS or discount memberships cannot exceed 25% 
of total budget. 

Example: LS-IPG Grant provides up to $3500 in funding. ACS or discount 
memberships cannot exceed $875.(25%)
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Budget Guidelines for Grants

• Alcohol may be funded if central to the event. i.e Tasting at a brewery
• Giveaways such as ACS merchandize are permitted but cannot 

exceed 25% of the total funding request.
Example: LS-DEIR Grant provides up to $3000 in total funding. 
$750(25%) can be given in giveaways.

• Honoraria (Awards) or Stipends cannot be funded under grants. 
Neither can pass-through donations to individuals or organizations. 
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Do’s and Don’ts when writing your 
application:
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Do: 
• Develop a plan-of-action early

• Develop a detailed budget using actual numbers when possible

• Try to expand your volunteer pool

• Carefully proofread your application 

• Make sure you’re answering the prompt that’s given

• Have a well-developed assessment plan 



Do’s and Don’ts when writing your 
application:
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Don’t:
• Guess at budget numbers; look into actual likely costs

• Neglect to advertise adequately; include any special attractions

• Overlook possible “free” venues

• “Over explain” in the application prompts



Indiana Local Section Grants 
Program
Abdallah Diagne
July 17, 2024

American Chemical Society
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How to Build a Successful Grants Program

Plan Ahead – successful grants applications rely on a clear and comprehensive 
vision for their corresponding events. This enables a highly detailed grant 
application that has a higher probably of being successfully funded

Stay Organized – create a position of Grants Committee Chair. They keep track 
of timelines and collaborate with event Committee Chairs to keep them organized 
and submit the applications in a timely manner 

Optimize your Events for the Grants – Consolidating similar events reduces the 
volunteer footprint, strengthens the case for the grant application, and reduces 
overall operational costs for the Local Section

Involve the Local Section Chair – Ensure the Chair is fully appraised of events 
to write a strong Letter of Support for the grant application, especially if it is new to 
the Local Section
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Plan Ahead
• Indiana Local Section events are often known and planned a year in 

advance of implementation

• Play up to Your Local Section’s Strengths
– Budgeting Infrastructure
– Volunteer Base
– Community Partnerships
– Track-record of Successful Events

– Premier Events may require multiple funding streams – align ACS 
grants to specific aspects that aligns well with the grant’s mission
• IPG grants to support an innovative approach to bring the 

community together
• MEET grants for technological support – longstanding and 

multifaceted platforms



American Chemical Society 21

Stay Organized – Grants Committee 
Chair

Grants Committee Chair Responsibilities: 
Maintain and update an active Grants dashboard

a) Identify all appropriate ACS and non-ACS grants and funds to support Local 
Section events

b) Keep track of deadlines, award totals
c) Collaborate with Event Committee Chairs to complete grant applications on time

Provide monthly updates during IN LS Executive Committee meetings
a) Deadlines and current status

Liaise with Event Committee Chair to draft grant applications
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Optimize your Events

• Review list of planned events and consider consolidating them along thematic 
or infrastructural/logistical lines 

• Some non-obvious pairings can also create a compelling case for a grant:
– Chemistry of Fireworks – A Juneteenth Celebration

• Supported by LS DEIR grant and LS MEET grant
– PREDICT Symposium – DEIR and Professional Development

• Supported by LS DEIR grant and LS METT Grant

– Premier Events may require multiple funding streams – align ACS grants to 
specific aspects that correspond well with the grant’s mission
• IPG grants to support an innovative approach to bring the community 

together
• MEET grants for technological support – longstanding and multifaceted 

platforms
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Involve the Local Section Chair

• The Local Section Chair’s Letter of Support for grant 
applications represents the best opportunity to make a 
compelling case for why your event needs to be funded
– Provides the event background and outlines the opportunity for the 

Local Section to accomplish its desired goals – short-term and 
long-term

– Highlight collaboration opportunities

– Ensure a strong partnership between the Event Committee Chair, 
the Grants Committee Chair and the Local Section Chair to 
submit the strongest possible application

– Stay creative, take risks, and try something new!



New York Local Section
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Speaker: Dr. Brian Gibney

Title(s) of Successful Grant Proposals

LS-MEET Grant: The Dr. Frances Sterrett Environmental Symposium-Electric Cars

LS-IPG Grant: The Chemistry of Yoga

Science Café Mini Grant: Sustainability in Today’s Society

LS-DEIR Grant: Distribution of Electronic Resources for Chemistry High School Teachers 
in NYC to diversify the curriculum and encourage diverse students 



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LOCAL SECTION
LSAC GRANTS (MEET/DEIR/IPG/SCIENCE CAFE)

CREATING PROPOSALS & IMPLEMENTATION OF GOALS PROPOSED

Dr. Krishna Kallury
Alternate Councilor, SCALACS

Member, National SCC
Retired Professor of Chemistry

Retired R&D Manager in Chromatographic Supplies/Analysis Industries
Recipient of 2023 Ann Green Award for Outstanding Service to the Southern 

California ACS Local Section



ACS/SCALACS and LSAC Guidelines on DEIR
• We encourage inclusivity and oppose discrimination in scientific learning and 

practice based on—but not limited to—race, religion, country or ethnic origin, 
country of residence, citizenship, language, political opinion, sex, gender 
identity and expression, sexual orientation, disability, age, economic status and 
educational attainment. The Society believes that an enduring commitment to 
diversity enables excellence, innovation, and transformative action by current 
and future generations of chemistry professionals (ACS)

• The mission of the Committee on Local Section Activities (LSAC) is to “provide 
opportunities, resources, and networks to partner with and serve our diverse 
member communities.” While LSAC is responsible for supporting local sections 
and their members in the US and Puerto Rico, we believe that all members 
benefit when they can engage and network with others in their local 
communities, whether they are in San Diego or Singapore (Beth Lorsbach, Chair, 
LSAC, in C&E News, May 22, 2024)



Abstract from Bristol Myers Squibb article in J. Chem. Ed. 2022, 99, 154-161

This paper describes a grassroots outreach program at Bristol Myers Squibb (BMS), 
organized by women chemists and chemical engineers, for women studying chemistry 
and chemical engineering. This effort supports the company’s belief that excellence in 
creativity and innovation is enhanced when its scientists and engineers bring diverse 
experiences and backgrounds to the teams inventing and developing novel medicines. 
The in-person event includes seminars, poster sessions, lab tours, a networking lunch, 
and a discussion panel for students from local colleges and universities. These events 
were designed to expose students to potential careers in the pharmaceutical industry. 
We present data from 275 survey respondents out of the 354 participants from the 
past 7 years. The survey results were overwhelmingly positive and showed that the 
events were particularly impactful in (1) increasing an understanding of what chemists 
or chemical engineers do in the pharmaceutical industry, (2) presenting a broader view 
of academic options, (3) building higher confidence in the students’ choice of major, 
and (4) fostering a sense of belonging and pride to be a woman in a STEM field. These 
events enhanced the company’s ability to attract and hire top talent, while engaging 
current employees as role models for the next generation of women in STEM. We 
believe the program is an excellent model for other companies, industries, and 
professional societies to attract talented students from underrepresented groups to 
STEM fields



SCOPE/ASSESSMENT OF WHAT/WHOM WE HAVE TO SERVE:
DEMOGRAPHICS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY

• Population of LA County: 9,606,925
• Distribution by Race: Whites 40%, Hispanic 35%, Asians 15%, Blacks 8%, Hawaiian/Pacific 

Islanders 1%
• Gender distribution: 50% Males and 50% Females
• Education level: Bachelors degree 22%; Graduates 12%, High School Graduates 20%; Less 

than 9th Grade 12%; 9-12 Grade 8%; Some College 18%; Associate Degree 7%
• English only speakers 45%; Other languages 55%
• Below Poverty line: around 15%
• High School enrollment:  2,555,951 (decreased during the last 5 years)
• College enrollment: around 950,000
• Only 18% of total degrees awarded are in STEM subjects (36% female and 64% Male)



SCALACS EFFORTS TO PROMOTE STEM EDUCATION AT THE K-12 LEVEL

• Establish connections/partnerships with K-5 Science Teachers and 
organize Lab Experiment demos in support of STEM

• Participate in Science Fairs organized by Los Angeles City and County 
Offices of Education (for Middle/High School students) 

• Promote Girls interest in STEM Education at the High School and 
College level

• Conduct High School Students Research Symposia 
• Engage Symposia award winners in K-12 STEM promotional activities
• Organize student tours to science and cultural museums
• Joint ventures with other LOCAL SECTIONS (LSAC/DEIR Grant)
• Celebrate Black & Hispanic heritage (LSAC/DEIR Grant)



PROMOTION OF STEM EDUCATION/RESEARCH AT THE COLLEGE LEVEL

• Organize Undergraduate Research symposia (LSAC/MEET Grant)
• Conduct virtual/in-person seminars by Nobel Laureates and leading 

University Faculty members at Local Universities (LSAC/MEET & DEIR 
Grants)

• Organize seminars & tours to academic/industrial and public sector 
undertakings to educate students in recent advances in contemporary crisis 
topics  such as climate change, diagnosis/treatment of diseases (including 
the utilization of Artificial Intelligence) and in manufacturing processes in 
divergent industries (LSAC/IPG Grant)

• Work with ACS Student Affiliates and help in their activities



COLLABORATION WITH OTHER LOCAL SECTIONS & 
NATIONAL COMMITTEES

• Already established collaborative relationships with NYACS, 
Mississippi ACS and Nigeria International Affiliate (LSAC/DEIR Grant)

• Corresponding with other Local Sections that have SCC, WCC & YCC 
and are working on DEIR implementation

• Working to establish collaborative relationships between National 
Committees and Local Sections (both as an Executive Committee 
member of SCALACS and as a National SCC Member and DEIR Round 
Table participant)











LSAC-DEIR Grant 

• Celebrating Black & Hispanic Heritage and African International Day in the 
Perspective of DEIR
• Jointly awarded to NYACS, SCALACS and Nigerian International Affiliate of 

ACS
• The Nigerian event features three presentations by experts:

1. Africa's contribution to innovations in Science and Medicine, not well 
publicized around the world

2. The role of Royalty and its contributions to the Black Race - a remedy for 
upheaval encountered in the world 

3. Understanding the African ancestry and its relevance to the world 
community in the 21st century















Survey & Closing Remarks
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Please take our quick survey



ACS Speaker Directory

• A resource for our component group leaders to 
access a wide range of speakers for their in-
person, hybrid, and asynchronous events.  

• The directory provides users with access to 
over 1,000 speakers who are available to 
present technical science talks, lead career 
development & professional advancement 
presentations, explore general interest, 
popular science topics, and more.

• All local sections are highly encouraged to use 
this resource.

www.acs.org/speaker-directory
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CCS High School Chemical Safety Grant
The CCS High School Chemical Safety 
Grant offers up to $3,000 to middle or high 
school science teachers to improve 
chemical safety through curriculum 
integration, advocacy, or infrastructure 
enhancement. Funds can be used for 
safety workshops, PPE, professional 
development, CHO training, inventory 
management, and safety consultants but 
not for indirect costs, administration fees, 
salaries, or chemicals. A recommended 
free course on chemical storage and 
disposal is available for additional 
guidance. Deadline: August 1, 2024
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Apply at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1F
AIpQLScahW01xsd7y4VHhtqIu-tYO-
ygy30HSs-
5q_DzCvVrQ152QQ/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScahW01xsd7y4VHhtqIu-tYO-ygy30HSs-5q_DzCvVrQ152QQ/viewform


ACS Speaker Directory Mini-Grants
• $200 Mini-grants available to the first 

100 Local Sections that book and host a 
Speaker from the ACS Speaker 
Directory in 2024.

Apply Today
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Add Your Local Section Events 
to the ACS Events Hub

We are pleased to announce that local sections 
may now post their events on the ACS Events 
Hub. Want to add your event, please complete 
the intake form:

https://www.acs.org/events/formlocalsections.html
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Upcoming Webinar: 
National Chemistry Week

• No Webinar in August due to Fall Meeting

• Next webinar: September 18, 2024 at 1pm ET on National Chemistry 
Week

• www.acs.org/localsections

http://www.acs.org/localsections


#ACSPIB is Back!
Featuring the chemistry of photography and 
imaging as part of National Chemistry Week

• A free and easy event during the week of 
Oct. 20-26 for your students and
early career chemists

• Sign up below to be notified when 
registration begins in August 2024

Go to www.acs.org/pib to 
pre-register for the event

http://www.acs.org/pib


THANK YOU!
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